86         MINORITIES    IN   THE   ARAB    WORLD

but they claim autonomy in the Jazirah or at least the right
to live as Kurds, immune from attempts to force them to
assimilate.

French Policy

France's hostility to Arab nationalism led her to show special
favour to the minorities in Syria. This policy revealed itself
in numerous administrative acts, and in such military acts as
the recruitment of special detachments from Circassians, Kurds
and other minorities, but it is most clearly shown and has had
the most important consequences in regard to the two compact
minorities, the Druzes and Alawis.

In 1921 an agreement was concluded between the French
authorities and some of the Druze leaders, providing for a national
government assisted by French advisers. From this time until
1936 there existed a * Government of Jebel Druze' independent
of Syria and under all-pervasive French control. At first, French
policy ran counter to local susceptibilities, and this led to the
Druze Revolt of 1925, which became a Syrian national revolt.
After the suppression of the revolt, the same system was con-
tinued, and was formalized by the Organic Law of 1930. Its
effect was to encourage the particularist feeling of the Druzes and
to arouse among certain of them a feeling of gratitude to France.

Another autonomous territory was created in the * Territory *
or * Government * of the 'Alawis, set up in 1920. It possessed an
administrative system similar to that of Jebel Druze, formalized
in a similar organic law issued in 1930, and under a still stricter
French control. The administration did something to improve
the very backward condition of the Alawis and to arouse among
them a corporate self-consciousness and a feeling of attachment
to France. In general, the district was peaceful after unrest at
the beginning; the only disturbances came from the Sunnis and
Greek Orthodox who believed their interests were being neglected
and demanded the attachment of the district to Syria.

Nationalism and the Minorities

The leaders of Arab nationalism in Syria recognize the import-
ance of tbe minority problem and have made considerable efforts
to win the confidence of the minorities, fa principle they regard
Arab Christians as on a level with Moslems inside the Arab
jrr CBCC tfaey are wiBmg to accept their